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4. (0) SUMMARY: On January 23, a host of opposition 
parties turned out tens of thousands of people in their 
most impressive anti-Chavez dettonstration to date. Wot to 
be outdone, Chavez's supporters flooded the streets around 
the National Assembly in @ solid show of support. Hoth 
sides can Yegitimately claim a victory. There war no 
violence. END SUMMARY. 


2. (U} On January 23, a host of opposition perties and 
civic groups turnad out tens of thousands of people in 
their most impreasive anti-Chavez demonstration to date. 
The marchers--wany from remote corners of the country--were 
more festive than angry, but their meepage was clear: 
Chavez must Jeave office now. The merch, which way have 
exceeded rhe attendance goal of $0,000, began ac around 10 
a.m., with its tail end finally passing the starting point 
at about 2 p.m. To reduce the risk of violence, march 
planners prudently chose a route that stayed two blocks 
avay from the pro-Chaves demonstration taking place at the 
sane time. 


3. (Ut For their part, the Chavietas staged s well- 
attended march--not large as the opposicion’s--that flooded 
the atreets aramund the Wational Assembly. It was easily as 
enthusiastic in support of Chavez as rhe opposition's was 
againat hin. Top goverament officials dose Vicente Rangel 
and Aristobulo Isturiz put a positive spin on the peacefnl 
coexistence of two opposite marches as an important 
demonstration of democratic freedom. But as this cable was 
being transmitted, Chaves in a public speech at Miraflores 
palace ridiculed the opposition march and portrayed 2a 
cowardice the opposition's decision to avoid a clash. 


4. (0) In the main, the anti-Chavex marchere were whiter, 
less organized, and wore well-to-do. ‘The Chavez marchers 
were more colorful, many wearing the red berets and tes- 
shirts of the Fifth Republic Movement, or the orange of the 
pro-Chavez dissident Movement to Socialism party. The 
Chavez people had wore banners; the opposition wittiar ones 
(Liberdad, Si/Cadenas, Bo.} Both merches were awfully 
loud, blowing whistles and using noisy sound trucks and 
megaphones. The opposition marchers favored their 
trademark pot-banging and other noisemakers; the Chavez 
people liked firecrackers (which, at one point, caused a 
scary stampede.) One walked along with the opposition 
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marchers; ane was swept along with the Chaviatas. 


mewvea-caere wenn new eres 


S. (SBU) Both sides in thia marching exhibition can 
probably claim a victory. Certainly the opposition proved 
that even with a limited budget (there were no drinks or 
toilets provided for their mititudes), it could gather 
people from all over and stage an impressive and apirit- 
raising event (reftel}. Neanwhile, the ability of Chavez's 
people to pull together a counter demonstration-- 
Goubtlessly aided by government funds--remains formidable. 
After thia display, Chavez can claim, with some justice, 
that masses of people still back him. The opposition may 
be taking on Chavez on his own terms, but it hagn't won the 
battle yer. 


Hrinak. 
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